CHARACTER CREATION SHEET
EXAMPLE

Example Project: Night of the Living Dead (1968)

CHARACTER NAME

Ben

AGE / ROLE IN STORY

Mid-30s / Protagonist — Survivor and group leader

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Tall, athletic build. Wears a button-down shirt and work pants. Strong presence, expressive
eyes.

PERSONALITY TRAITS

Resourceful, determined, protective, level-headed under pressure, occasionally short-tempered
when others panic.

STRENGTHS

e Calmin crisis
e Strategic thinker

e Natural leadership instincts



WEAKNESSES

e Distrustful of others
e Prone to anger when challenged

e Feels pressure to protect everyone at all costs

MOTIVATION / GOAL

To survive the night and protect the group from both the undead and their own fear-driven
mistakes.

INTERNAL CONFLICT

Struggles with the weight of responsibility — doubts whether he can save everyone or if
leadership will destroy him.

EXTERNAL CONFLICT

Fighting off zombies while dealing with division and mistrust among the survivors, particularly
with Harry Cooper.

BACKSTORY SUMMARY

Ben was a working-class man traveling through rural Pennsylvania when chaos began. His calm
demeanor and decisive nature put him in charge by necessity, not desire. He’s haunted by the
loss and violence he witnesses but continues to fight.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER CHARACTERS



e Barbra: Protective toward her, sees her as vulnerable.

e Harry Cooper: Constant conflict — two alpha personalities with opposing leadership
styles.

e Helen Cooper: Mutual respect.

e The Group: Mixed loyalty; Ben earns authority through action, not trust.

CHARACTER ARC (START — END)

Start: Calm and practical, determined to survive.
End: Isolated, betrayed, and ultimately destroyed by the same fear he tried to overcome — the
tragedy of human mistrust.

KEY SCENE / MOMENT OF CHANGE

When Ben takes control and boards up the farmhouse windows, marking his shift from survivor
to reluctant leader.

VISUAL REFERENCE / NOTES

(Use drawing, image or sketch box)
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