SCRIPT FORMATTING EXAMPLE

Film Example: Night of the Living Dead (1968)

SCRIPT PAGE SAMPLE

Font: Courier 12-pt (industry standard)

Margins:
o Left: 1.5"
e Right: 1"

e Top/Bottom: 1"
Scene Heading, Action, Dialogue, and Transitions follow professional
formatting below.

KEY SCRIPT ELEMENTS

Element

Scene
Heading

Action Lines

Character
Name

Dialogue

Parenthetical

Transitions

Description

Always in ALL CAPS. Describes
location and time of day.

Present tense. Describe what's seen
or heard.

Centered, all caps above dialogue.

Indented under character name. No
quotation marks.

Short direction (optional).

Aligned right, all caps.
Begin and end script transitions

Example

INT. FARMHOUSE -
NIGHT

“Ben hammers wood across
the window.”

BEN

“We’ll be safe in here for the
night.”

(whispering)

CUT TO:
FADE IN: OR FADE OUT:



PRO TIPS

e Use Courier 12-pt for consistent page-to-minute timing (1 page = 1 minute).
e Avoid camera directions unless absolutely necessary.

e Keep dialogue centered and short — under 4 lines when possible.

e Include only what can be seen or heard.

e Use white space to create rhythm and pacing.



TITLE PAGE (sample layout)

NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD

Written by George A. Romero & John Russo
IMAGE TEN PRODUCTIONS
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

George A. Romero
(555) 555-4567

georger@imageten.com


mailto:georger@imageten.com

SAMPLE SCENE
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

A rusted car winds down an empty dirt road. BARBRA and JOHNNY climb out,
arms full of flowers.

JOHNNY
They ought to make the day the time changes.

They walk up the hill. The wind cuts through the trees. The sky looks
like it's holding its breath.

BARBRA
Stop it, Johnny. You’re making fun of me again.

JOHNNY
They’re coming to get you, Barbra...

Barbra rolls her eyes, pretending not to care. Behind them, a lone FIGURE
moves slowly between the tombstones.

Johnny laughs — until the figure steps into view, pale and silent.

BARBRA
Johnny...?

Johnny’s smile fades. The figure lunges forward.

JOHNNY
Run!

Barbra screams as Johnny grabs the man. They tumble to the ground.

CUT TO:




EXT. /INT. LOCATION - DAY/NIGHT
Description or action sentence.

CHARACTER 1
Dialogue

Action sentence.

CHARACTER 2
Dialogue.

Action Sentence.

CUT TO: / FADE TO:

FADE IN:
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